72]                         CARUDATTA IN,POVERTY

woman out.   He comes to the Courtesan's house and confesses his crime
to the Maid.   She recognizes the jewellery and tells him ,to give it to
her mistress in the merchant's name.   In the meantime the Jester
arrives with the pearl necklace.    After he has gone, Sajjalaka brings^
in the Courtesan's own jewellery, pretending to bring it from Carudatta,

Vasantasena loads her maid with jewellery and packs her off to
marry her burglar. The Courtesan is preparing- to visit Carudatta, in
spite of a threatening storm, in order to return the necklace, when the
play suddenly ends.                                                                (ACT iv.)

What we have here is obviously a fragment, not a complete play in
itself. The Little Clay Cart completes the story up to the reprieve of
Carudatta, who has been condemned to death for the murder of Vasan-
tasena. The later play has more literary polish, including an elaborate
description in Prakrit of Vasantasena's palace, but the dramatic force
seems to come from the earlier play. How much in the later scenes of
The Little Clay Cart is due to the second hand (said to be King &udraka)
we can hardly guess. The way in. which The Little Clay Cart is based
on an older play is a warning of how we may be deceived by what
appears to be uniform original work.